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Multiple myeloma is a cancer caused by accumulation of malignant plasma 
cells in the bone marrow. The main clinical manifestations are immune 

suppression, anemia, hypercalcemia and erosive bone destruction. The 
development of new drugs has increased survival time significantly the past 

decade, but multiple myeloma is still an incurable disease. Hypoxia and a low 
grade, chronic inflammation characterize the myeloma bone marrow.  In this 
presentation I will discuss how interactions between different components of 
the tumor microenvironment regulate differentiation, proliferation and survival 

of the malignant plasma cells and vice versa: how the tumor cells may 
modulate the function and differentiation of immune cells and bone cells. 


